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For Immediate Release


Emergency Communication technologies will be featured at “Wireless to the Rescue - Communications in a Day After scenario” Wireless Communications Alliance July 17th 2007 workshop
Workshop will overview local efforts to leverage technology as a solution to post-disaster response and recovery, and will feature an extended Q&A session to solicit participation, feedback, and ideas from the audience.
Silicon Valley, June 29, 2007 – The San Francisco Bay Area relies upon a complex telecommunications infrastructure that could be destroyed or disabled by an earthquake or other disaster.  Wireless data, amateur radio, and other off-the-shelf technologies can be harnessed to create networks which will link neighborhoods, volunteers, and first responders to facilitate post-disaster data-gathering and communications.  Such off-the-grid voice and data communication platforms and network could provide invaluable response and recovery assistance, particularly during the critical 72 hours immediately following a disaster event.  The WCA's Emergency Communications Leadership and Innovation Center (eCLIC) will host a workshop at which the concept of the communications platform will be described and audience input will be invited and welcomed.
The workshop feature presentations from the Community Disaster Networking project (a joint effort of INSTEDD, NASA, Amateur Radio RACES/ARES, U.S. Army NORTHCOM, Defense Support of Civil Authorities (DSCA) and others; Livermore Info Net Collaborative, a survivable wireless broadband IP network that leverages technology, deployed assets, and unique capabilities in order to enable schools to act as reliable IP communications hubs in the event of disaster; and California State Office of Emergency Services.
The event will take place on Tuesday, July 17 2007, from 4:00pm to 6:00pm at Cadence Design Systems, Building 5, 2655 Seely Ave, San Jose CA 95134.  Directions and additional information are available on the WCA website at http://www.wca.org/.




About the Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA)

The Wireless Communications Alliance, founded in 1993, is a Silicon Valley-based, non-profit business league of 2000 individuals and 350+ companies and organizations dealing in wireless technology and markets.  The goals of the WCA are to promote education, networking and exchange of non-proprietary information; increase awareness of Northern California’s vast wireless capabilities; and assist a broad spectrum of companies, including start-ups.  The WCA organizes monthly meetings with presentations on a wide spectrum of topics including the technical and marketing aspects of wireless products and services, regulatory issues, wireless standards and investor-driven wireless market analysis. The web site (http://www.wca.org/) lists current events as well as past presentations and other pertinent information relating to the wireless space. The WCA is run by an all-volunteer Board of Directors.
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