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For Immediate Release


Panel discussion “If Not Wal-Mart, Who?” at Wireless Communications Alliance June 19th 2007 Event
Moderator Brian Hajime Ogata will query panelists Karen Saunders of the Santa Clara City Library, Donald E. Malloy, Jr. of nCryptone, Tim Short of InSync Software, and Mike Gaskill of Venture Research, Inc. about their RFID implementations, results, and return on investment.
Silicon Valley, May 30, 2007 – Beginning February 2007, a number of articles appeared raising uncertainty about Wal-Mart's RFID initiative. This uncertainty continues. In response, the Wireless Communication Alliance (WCA) RFID SIG is hosting a General Session event where a panel of experts will discuss the current state of RFID:  (a) who is using the technology both inside and outside of typical supply chain management (SCM), (b) who is using it for consumer packaged goods (CPG) uses, and (c) what do these experts see as the benefits and return on investment.
The panel will be moderated by WCA RFID SIG chairman Brian Hajime Ogata.  Panel members include: Karen Saunders of the Santa Clara City Library, Donald E. Malloy, Jr. of nCryptone, and Mike Gaskill of Venture Research, Inc.  The event will take place on Tuesday, June 19 2007, from 4:00pm to 6:00pm at Cadence Design Systems, Building 5, 2655 Seely Ave, San Jose CA 95134.  Directions and additional information are available on the WCA website at http://www.wca.org/.
“RFID is a technology which touches nearly every person in some way from shrinkage control tags in consumer goods to payment systems such as the Exxon-Mobil Speedpass and California’s FasTrak toll collection system,” observes David Witkowski, WCA Vice President.  “Use of RFID has become widespread in the logistical planning and operation of supply chain processes in the manufacturing, distribution and retail industries, and helped move its adoption into services such as security and access control, tracking, and monitoring/management.  However, until Wal-Mart mandated that its top 100 suppliers place RFID tags on crates and pallets, there’s never been any real attempt at a consistent implementation within a major retail chain.  To date, the effort is still nascent, and suppliers have criticized the effort as failing to provide a clear return on investment.  The questions we will explore at this event are whether or not RFID can produce a clear and consistent ROI, and whether or not Wal-Mart is truly a case study for the likelihood of success or failure of RFID for major retail chains.”

Moderator and Panelists 
(Please refer to website http://www.wca.org/sig/rfid for speaker bios and updates)
· Brian Hajime Ogata, Chair, WCA RFID SIG (moderator)
· Karen Saunders, City Librarian, Santa Clara City Library

· Donald E. Malloy, Jr., Director, Business Development, nCryptone

· Mike Gaskill, Director, Hardware System Sales, Venture Research, Inc.

· Tim Short, Senior Director, Sales and Business Development, InSync Software
· Jonathan Golovin, Chairman and CEO, T3Ci (invited)




About the Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA)

The Wireless Communications Alliance, founded in 1993, is a Silicon Valley-based, non-profit business league of 2000 individuals and 350+ companies and organizations dealing in wireless technology and markets.  The goals of the WCA are to promote education, networking and exchange of non-proprietary information; increase awareness of Northern California’s vast wireless capabilities; and assist a broad spectrum of companies, including start-ups.  The WCA organizes monthly meetings with presentations on a wide spectrum of topics including the technical and marketing aspects of wireless products and services, regulatory issues, wireless standards and investor-driven wireless market analysis. The web site (http://www.wca.org/) lists current events as well as past presentations and other pertinent information relating to the wireless space. The WCA is run by an all-volunteer Board of Directors.



# # #







