[image: image1.png]wiil

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS ALLIANCE




Contact:

Frances Mann-Craik

408-868-9577

pr@wca.org

For Immediate Release


Panel on “Next Generation Location-Based Services, Applications & Products” at Wireless Communications Alliance April 17 Meeting 
Moderator David Trollman of the WCA with panelists Kanwar Chadha of SiRF, John Ellenby of GeoVector, Jaap Groot of Teydo Holding, Mark Jacobstein of loopt, and Mike McMullen of Sprint PCS


Silicon Valley, April 6, 2007 – Untethered location-based products and services are now gaining widespread adoption by the public in the form of emergency response and navigation solutions.    The April 17 Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA) panel will focus on the next generation of location-based services, applications and products with an expert panel presenting different market segments of the LBS value-chain.   The panel will be moderated by WCA Vice President David Trollman.   Panel members include: Kanwar Chadha, founder, member of the Board, and Vice President of Marketing of SiRF; John Ellenby, co-founder, President and CEO of GeoVector; Jaap Groot, founder and CEO of Teydo Holding; Mark Jacobstein, Executive Vice President Corporate Development and Marketing for loopt; and  Mike McMullen, Product Manager for Sprint PCS Product Realization (invited). The meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 17, from 4:00pm to 6:00pm at Cadence Design Systems, Building 5, 2655 Seely Ave, San Jose CA 95134.  Directions and additional information are available on the WCA website at www.wca.org.
Location-based products and services are a rapidly growing sector in the wireless industry, but many questions remain to be addressed by the distinguished panel of LBS mavens.   By whom will they be offered and in what form?  Will location-sensitive handsets stem the tide of stand-alone products?  What value-added services will find their way into these products?  Will location-based services fundamentally affect our lives? What opportunities do these imply for those developing innovative location-based products?  

“Location-based services are now familiar to us all in the form of stand-alone navigation systems for our cars.  We know they work well and will spend more than a thousand dollars a piece for them,” observes moderator David Trollman, WCA Vice President.   “Fewer know that we're each spending a hundred dollars a year to pass the location of our cell phones to emergency dispatchers, and fewer yet avail themselves of the navigation services now offered by every major wireless service provider.  But we will all know about them soon with the advent of user-friendly, location-contexted search.  LBS is huge and growing like gang busters -- what will it bring us over the horizon?”

Moderator and Panelists

David Trollman is co-founder and Vice President for the Wireless Communications Alliance and founder and President of Link Associates, a consulting practice focused on wireless business development and investment.  Formerly a microwave engineer at Probe Systems, Litton Applied Technology, and ESEA, he provided business development for Clickmarks, a wireless Internet access vendor, and Traxsys, a GPS location ASP, among others of his 10 start-ups.  Trollman holds a B.A. from Harvard and an M.A. from Stanford.

Kanwar Chadha is founder, member of the Board, and Vice President of Marketing for SiRF, a leading provider of GPS-enabled silicon and premium software location platforms.  Kanwar is responsible for establishing the company’s vision, corporate strategies and strategic alliances. He has over 20 years of experience in various marketing and management positions. Prior to founding SiRF, he served as General Manager of the multimedia group and Director of Strategic Marketing at S3 Inc. where he led the development of innovative audio and video processing technologies. Before joining S3, Kanwar was the Chairman and co-founder of AQuesT, Inc., a developer of multimedia and 3D graphics acceleration products. From 1983 to 1989, he was at Intel in various product marketing positions. Kanwar holds a BSEE from the Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi; an MS in CIS from the University of Pennsylvania; and an MBA from the Wharton School of Business, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.

John Ellenby is Co-founder, President and CEO of GeoVector.  John has successfully founded several companies. The most widely known was GRiD Systems, the company that gave birth to the billion-dollar laptop industry.
Jaap Groot is founder and CEO of Teydo Holding, a leading Location Based Service provider that owns and operates the MobiSPOT™ Location Based Service aggregator platform with global reach for tracking, messaging and billing.  Groot is a serial entrepreneur. Formerly, he started Roadshow Europe (sold to Descartes in 1994) and Triptech International (sold to Qualcomm in 1999). Groot has been involved in LBS since the late 90’s. He started Teydo in 2001 with an initial focus on Mobile Phone Location centric services and Teydo today is one of the leading LBS aggregators in the world with over 18,000 users, 50 partners and 200,000 devices connected.  

Mark Jacobstein is Executive Vice President of Corporate Development and Marketing for loopt, a revolutionary "social mapping" service, where he is responsible for assuring that loopt's products are safe and secure and for developing internal processes and procedures for successful product deployment. He was previously co-founder, President and COO, and President of Publishing for Digital Chocolate, one of the world's largest publishers of mobile games. A pioneer in internet fantasy sports, Jacobstein co-founded Small World Sports, the Internet's first fantasy sports Web site, where he served as CEO before selling the company to The Sporting News. Prior to its sale, Small World's community had grown to more than three million members playing dozens of fantasy games. Mark also co-founded Small World Software, an Internet technology consultancy, which he sold to iXL in 1998, and served as Senior Vice President of Sales and Business Development for iXL's New York office. Jacobstein studied Computer Science at Harvard, where he graduated cum laude in 1992, before starting his career as a software developer at Bloomberg L.P. 

Mike McMullen (invited) is Product Manager for Sprint PCS Product Realization.  As Sprint’s LBS Product Manager, he has been working on CDMA Location Based Services for six and a half years and held key roles developing Sprint's location strategy, bringing Sprint's CDMA location platforms online and working with partners to deliver "Best in Class" applications.  McMullen has eight years experience in Telecommunications and seventeen years in Product/Project Management.  He holds a B.S. in Electrical Engineering Technology from Kansas State University. 

About the Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA)

The Wireless Communications Alliance, founded in 1993, is a Silicon Valley-based, non-profit business league of 2000 individuals and 350+ companies and organizations dealing in wireless technology and markets.  The goals of the WCA are to promote education, networking and exchange of non-proprietary information; increase awareness of Northern California’s vast wireless capabilities; and assist a broad spectrum of companies, including start-ups.  The WCA organizes monthly meetings with presentations on a wide spectrum of topics including the technical and marketing aspects of wireless products and services, regulatory issues, wireless standards and investor-driven wireless market analysis. The web site, www.wca.org, lists current events as well as past presentations and other pertinent information relating to the wireless space. The WCA is run by an all-volunteer Board of Directors.
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