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Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA) and WCA Metro SIG Panel: 
“The Role of Network Neutrality in Free and Paid Broadband Networks”
At the VON Spring 2007 Expo 
Silicon Valley, March 14, 2007 – The March 21 Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA) general session and Metro SIG will present a panel of experts discussing “The Role of Network Neutrality in Free and Paid Broadband Networks.” The panel will be moderated by WCA Metro SIG Chairman Ilan Zorman and will include industry experts: Ken Biba, Managing Director, Novarum; Pat Lanthier, WCA Board Member, Founder and Chairman of the WCA Emergency Communications Leadership & Innovation Center (eCLIC) and Principal of RIVERA//LANTHIER and Associates; Glenn Richards, Partner, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP; Dr. Mo Shakouri, Vice President of Strategy for Alvarion and Vice President of Marketing for WiMAX Forum; and Ashish Sharma, Sr. Director Business Development, Alvarion. The meeting will take place on Wednesday, March 21, from 4:00 to 6:00PM in conjunction with the VON Spring 2007 Expo being held at the San Jose McEnery Convention Center.   Directions and additional information on advance registration are available on the WCA website at www.wca.org.
The grade of service that ISPs allocate to various protocols affects industries, market segments, companies and the end user experience. The panel of experts will discuss the legal issues, existing implementations, and their forecast on the effect of network neutrality on the "neutral Internet" experience.  
"Sure, network neutrality is an impossible dream, but it's also a realistic guiding principle consistent with a public information pathway enabling a business model for every service provider, now and in the future,” writes David Trollman, WCA Vice President.  “It levels the playing field and shifts entry focus from overcoming monopolistic barriers to providing differentiable services.  It is what innovation needs to succeed," he concludes.
About the Speakers
Ilan Zorman, Moderator, is a member of the Board of Directors of the WCA and founder and Chairman of the WCA Metro SIG.  Zorman is an entrepreneur and a founder and member of the founding team of numerous companies including: Nexus Telecommunications (NASDAQ), Wireless OnLine, ComMagine (acquired) and AppStream. He is active (hands on) in advising wireless, WiFi applications and Internet B2B / B2C ventures in the Silicon Valley and Israel. Zorman’s experience includes Motorola, Tadiran and the Israeli Airforce (electronic labs). He has a vast experience on boards of VC-backed companies. Zorman holds several patents. He has M.Sc. in Computer Science (Summa cum laude) from CUNY / NYC, and B.A. in Economics from Tel Aviv University. 

Ken Biba, Managing Director of Novarum, has over 30 years experience in the network information systems industry combining a background in general management with a strong product and marketing focus in network systems and information security. Biba was an early engineer of the Internet in 1975. He has co-founded and managed four notable networking companies: Sytek, Agilis, Xircom, and Vivato.  Biba has pioneered original technologies for cable data, wireless local area networks and Internet security that are used every day by hundreds of millions of users.  Biba has a Bachelor of Science in Physics (Magna Cum Laude, Tau Beta Pi) and a Master of Science in Computer Science from Case Western Reserve University.

Pat Lanthier, a member of the Board of Directors of the WCA, brings a unique perspective on the issue of “Net Neutrality” driven by decades of experience in network access issues. For over 25 years he has led dozens of advanced telecom projects around the world with AT&T, Bell Labs, Bell Communications Research, Pacific Telesis Group, Price Waterhouse, and Wireless Networks Inc. He co-founded and led multi-million dollar start-up ventures, with project impacts exceeding $1B. Lanthier is founder and chairman of the WCA Special Interest Group: Emergency Communications Leadership & Innovation Center (eCLIC); principal of RIVERA//LANTHIER and Associates; co-founder and president of  both Wireless Networks, Inc. and the Mother Lode -eXpress- Rural Broadband Initiative; and has served as an advisor to: the United Nations, U.S. Congress, European Union, California Economic Strategy Panel, California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, the Corporation for Education Network Initiatives in California, the Great Valley Center,  and the Wireless Center at California State University and the Broad Band Institute at Santa Clara University, and many other local, regional, national and international organizations. Pat was educated at the Wharton School, Seton Hall, California Polytechnic, Golden Gate and S. F. State Universities.
Glenn Richards is a Partner with Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw, Pittman LLP and represents voice over internet protocol (VoIP) companies, long distance carriers, competitive local exchange carriers, equipment manufacturers, private network operators, telecommunications trade associations and information service providers in transactional and litigation matters, and before the Federal Communications Commission, state public utility commissions and the International Telecommunication Union.  Mr. Richards also negotiates global telecommunications service contracts on behalf of large corporations.  Mr. Richards is the author of numerous articles on telecommunications and is a frequent speaker on telecommunications issues such as VoIP, universal service, CALEA, and the local and interexchange markets.
Ashish Sharma, Sr. Director of Business Development at Alvarion

Dr. Mohammad S. Shakouri, Vice President of Strategy for Alvarion and Vice President of Marketing for WiMAX Forum, has over 20 years of experience in wireless system, microwave and fiber optic networks. Prior to Alvarion, Dr. Shakouri worked at Lucent where he was responsible for managing, building and developing network solutions for European and South American broadband wireless markets. Dr. Shakouri also spent 14 years in technical and management positions with Hewlett Packard developing microwave and fiber optic communication components and systems. Dr. Shakouri is Vice President of Marketing with the WiMAX Forum; is on the board of directors for the Wireless Communications Association; and was 2005 IEEE MTT-SVC chairman.  Dr.  Shakouri earned his doctorate in electrical engineering from Stanford University on Sub-picosecond GaAs Wafer Probe Systems. 

About the Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA)
The Wireless Communications Alliance, founded in 1993, is a Silicon Valley-based, non-profit business league of 2100 individuals and 350+ companies and organizations dealing in wireless technology and markets.  The goals of the WCA are to promote education, networking and exchange of non-proprietary information; increase awareness of Northern California’s vast wireless capabilities; and assist a broad spectrum of companies, including start-ups.  The WCA organizes monthly meetings with presentations on a wide spectrum of topics including the technical and marketing aspects of wireless products and services, regulatory issues, wireless standards and investor-driven wireless market analysis. The web site, www.wca.org, lists current events as well as past presentations and other pertinent information relating to the wireless space. The WCA is run by an all-volunteer Board of Directors.
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