[image: image1.png]wiil

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS ALLIANCE




Contact:

Frances Mann-Craik

408-868-9577

pr@wca.org

For Immediate Release

“What’s Hot (and What’s Not) in Wireless – 2007”  
Panel of Silicon Valley VCs Debate the Future of Wireless at Eighth Annual WCA Event
Moderator Tim Chang, Gabriel Venture Partners, Leads Panelists: Dale Pfau of enVia Technology Partners, Dan Rosenthal of Mayfield Fund, Fred Wang of Trinity Ventures, and  Eric Zimits of Granite Ventures

Silicon Valley, January 9, 2007 – Wireless technology companies in the Silicon Valley continue to benefit from focused VC investment in innovative wireless products and services.   The eighth annual “What’s Hot (and What’s Not) in Wireless - 2007” panel on Wednesday, January 17, hosted by the Silicon Valley’s Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA), will feature distinguished venture investors who will be asked to assess trends in the wireless industry and identify the nascent market segments of interest to early stage investors. This year’s moderator, Tim Chang, a Principal at Gabriel Venture Partners, was one of last year’s panelists and is a valued Advisor to the WCA.  Panelists in 2007 will include returning favorites Dale Pfau, Partner at enVia Technology Partners, and Eric Zimits, Managing Director at Granite Ventures.  New panelists in 2007 will include Dan Rosenthal, Principal of the Mayfield Fund,  and Fred Wang, General Partner of Trinity Ventures.  
 “Almost ten percent of all US venture capital funding continues to go into Silicon Valley wireless companies, which remain a powerful engine in the local economy as they are in global commerce," said David Trollman, Vice-President of WCA.    “Our panelists represent smart money well, and smart money is betting on the Bay Area wireless industry,” he concluded.  The WCA has been involved in the economic development in wireless technology in California since its formation in 1993.   The eighth annual ‘What's Hot’ Panel continues a tradition that sets the stage for what entrepreneurs and investors can expect in the wireless space over the coming year.   

The “What’s Hot (and What’s Not) in Wireless - 2007” panel will convene at 3:45 PM (with registration at 3:15PM) on Wednesday, January 17, at the Fairmont Hotel in San Jose.  The panel is delivered in conjunction with the Global Symposium & Business Expo organized by the Wireless Communications Association International (a separate organization based in Washington DC).  A $10 donation will be collected at the door.  There will be a reception following the meeting in the exhibit hall, which panel attendees may attend for no charge.  For more information and to receive a free exhibit pass, go to www.wca.org.

Moderator and Panelists

Tim Chang, panel moderator, is a Principal at Gabriel Venture Partners.  Tim leads Gabriel’s wireless sector and also focuses on emerging opportunities in digital media plus business development initiatives in Asia-Pacific. Tim leverages his background combining operational, technical and international business experience across Asia leveraging three languages - Mandarin Chinese, Japanese and English.  Tim led Gabriel's investments in Iridigm Display Corp., Eyespot, Sequoia Communications, Kajeet and Sandbridge. Tim serves as a director on the boards of Kajeet, Eyespot, Sequoia Communications and TestQuest. In addition, he actively works with the boards of IPWireless, MakeMyTrip, NextG Networks and Sandbridge. As a major contributor to the wireless industry, Tim also serves as an advisor to the Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA) and is on the advisory boards of CommNexus (fka San Diego Telecom Council), Digital Hollywood, VC Task Force Wireless SIG, Silicon Valley Chinese Wireless Association and the IBF Wireless Investor Summit. Tim began his career in Asia as a development engineer for General Motors. Tim led project teams in China, Korea and Japan developing advanced control systems for clients such as Toyota and Daewoo. Tim was also a Product Manager at Gateway Inc. in Japan.  Tim has an M.B.A. from Stanford Graduate School of Business and both B.S. and M.S. degrees in Electrical Engineering from the University of Michigan
Dale Pfau, Partner at enVia Technology Partners, has over 20 years of experience in the wireless industry in technical management, entrepreneurial and investment management roles. Prior to enVia, Pfau was a leading Wall Street analyst for CIBC focusing on high growth wireless technology companies. He was personally involved with raising public equity for a large number of small and emerging technology companies.  Before joining CIBC, Pfau spent two years as VP, Business Development for Charter Technologies where he was responsible for acquisitions in the wireless industry. He also has an extensive 14-year operating history with RF and microwave electronics companies. Pfau also spent several years in various line management positions with Watkins-Johnson.  Pfau holds a B.S. Physics from Stanford and an M.S. Physics from Cornell. 
Dan Rosenthal, Principal of Mayfield Fund, leverages his background as both a wireless industry executive and business strategist to help shape his investments in the wireless, communications and networking industries.  Before joining Mayfield in 2006, Dan was vice president of business development at IPWireless, where he led efforts with North American and European carriers and technology providers.  Prior to IPWireless, Dab was part of the team that founded IronPlanet; worked as a project manager in the Consumer Windows Group at Microsoft; and was a business analyst at McKinsey.  Dan earned an A.B. in politics and economics from Princeton and an M.B.A. from Harvard University. 
Fred Wang of Trinity Ventures has over 10 years of experience in venture capital. Prior to joining Trinity, he was a partner at Spectrum Equity Investors making investments in networking companies. Fred’s investments include: Aruba Networks, Exalt Communications, Grande Communications, Illuminet, Laurel Networks, Modulus Video, Network Access Solutions, Orative, Practical Instruments, SevenSapce, Speedera Networks and Tut Systems.   Previously, Fred worked at The Boston Consulting Group and held operating positions in the New Technologies Group at Pacific Bell and at Intuit.   Fred is a board member of Western Association of Venture Capital (WAVC) and an advisor to the National Association of Corporate Directors (NACD).  Fred has an M.B.A. from Harvard University, an M.S., Industrial Engineering, and a B.S., Electrical Engineering, from Stanford University. 
Eric Zimits, Managing Director of Granite Ventures, focuses on investing in early-stage communications and components companies.  Prior to Granite, Eric was Managing Director and head of the Communications Research Group at Hambrecht & Quist (later Chase H&Q), where he sponsored several venture capital investments, including: Amber Networks, acquired by Nokia; InterNAP (NASDAQ: INAP); Paragon Software, acquired by Openwave; WavTrace, acquired by Harris Corporation; and VocalData, acquired by Tekelec.  Prior to H&Q, Eric launched a research effort in the telecommunications and wireless industries as a General Partner at Volpe, Welty & Company. He also held analyst positions at Rauscher Pierce Refsnes and Morgan Keegan & Company.  Eric currently serves on the Boards of Directors for AirTight Networks, Britestream Networks, RF Magic and Speakeasy.  He received a B.S.E. from Purdue University and an M.B.A. from Tulane University's A.B. Freeman School of Business.
About the Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA)

The Wireless Communications Alliance, founded in 1993, is a Silicon Valley-based, non-profit business league of 2000 individuals and 350+ companies and organizations dealing in wireless technology and markets.  The goals of the WCA are to promote education, networking and exchange of non-proprietary information; increase awareness of Northern California’s vast wireless capabilities; and assist a broad spectrum of companies, including start-ups.  The WCA organizes monthly meetings with presentations on a wide spectrum of topics including the technical and marketing aspects of wireless products and services, regulatory issues, wireless standards and investor-driven wireless market analysis. The web site, www.wca.org, lists current events as well as past presentations and other pertinent information relating to the wireless space. The WCA is run by an all-volunteer Board of Directors.
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