[image: image1.png]wiil

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS ALLIANCE




 
Contact:

Frances Mann-Craik

408-868-9577

pr@wca.org

For Immediate Release

Wireless Sensor Networks Panel of Vendors and Investors at 
WCA May16 Meeting 

Silicon Valley, May 10, 2006 – Investors and vendors will be empanelled to discuss with the audience the market and technology developments affecting Wireless Sensor Networks at the May 16 Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA) meeting.  The discussion will focus on three aspects of Wireless Sensor Networks: the best opportunities for investments; opportunities for established companies to capitalize on their technology and product offerings; and where startups might profitably focus.   Industry mavens drawn from the development and investment communities, each with different experience and perspective, will make up the panel. The meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 16, from 4:00 to 6:00PM at Cadence System Design Corporate Headquarters, 2655 Seely Ave., Building 5, San Jose.  Directions and additional information are available on the WCA website at www.wca.org.
Panelists include moderator Giovanni Tripodi, CEO & President of Mela Networks and Director of the WCA’s Wireless Sensor Network Special Interest Group; Roland Acra, CEO of Arch Rock Corporation; Jason Hable, Associate at Crescendo Ventures; Martin Hanssmann, VP Sales and Marketing of Millennial Net; Mike Horton, President & CEO of Crossbow Technology; Monica Morse, Managing Director at Cargill Ventures; and Joy Weiss, President & CEO of Dust Networks.
“New industrial automation standards, the rapid expansion of Zigbee, and a number of recent investments in a new generation of Wireless Sensor Network companies are signs of an industry moving from innovation to early adoption,” asserts panel moderator Giovanni Tripodi, CEO of Mela Networks.  
“The emerging market for wireless sensors is being driven by power consumption and connectivity, where major strides have been recently made,” adds David Trollman, Vice President of the WCA.  “Reliable, low data rate communications are crucial, and a new standard is now enabling products that herald a new age in automation.”
The public is invited to attend the meeting, which will be held at Cadence System Design. Registration begins at 3:30PM and the meeting will run from 4:00 to 6:00PM.  A $10 donation will be collected at the door to defray expenses. Directions are available at the WCA website at www.wca.org.
Speaker Bios:
Giovanni Tripodi is the CEO & President of Mela Networks, a middleware platform provider for wireless sensor networks, and founder of the WCA's WSN SIG, which he chairs. After 18 years in the high-tech sector, he is an expert in wireless technologies, and in particular RFID and WSN, with experience in semiconductor R&D, manufacturing, and quality control. Tripodi earlier founded and served as CEO for Trexom North America Inc, a supplier of wireless time and attendance terminals and payroll applications. Prior to Trexom, he was a Sr. Strategic Marketing manager at Novellus Systems and worked in various roles in R&D and manufacturing at Texas Instruments. Tripodi holds an MBA from Southern Methodist University of Dallas, TX and an MSEE with honors from University of Bologna, Italy.

Roland Acra joined Arch Rock as President and CEO in December 2005. Prior to Arch Rock, he was President and CEO at Procket Networks, a high-end Core Internet Router manufacturer, which he successfully led to an acquisition by Cisco Systems in 2004. Prior to that, Acra held senior management positions at Cisco Systems, including Senior Vice President and Chief Technology Officer, Group Vice President and General Manager of the Public Carrier IP Group, General Manager of the Remote Access Business Unit and Technical Director of Cisco in EMEA. Before Cisco, he held engineering development and technical leadership positions at Bridge Communications, 3Com Corporation, and Interphase Corporation. Acra holds Diplome d’Ingenieur degrees from Ecole Polytechnique and from Ecole Nationale Superieure des Telecommunications (Paris, France) and a Master of Science degree in Statistics from Texas A&M University.

Jason Hable is an associate at Crescendo Ventures, where he focuses on investments in software and systems companies, among them Dust Networks, Envivio, eSilicon, and Worksoft. In addition to evaluating new projects and working with existing portfolio companies, Hable has twice stepped into operating roles, as head of finance at DigiLens, Inc., a developer of optical components for the telecommunications industry, and as Director of Business Development for SealedMedia, a provider of digital rights management solutions. Prior to joining Crescendo in 2001, he worked at Wells Fargo helping to fund entrepreneurs in a variety of industries. Hable received an MBA from the University of Minnesota and a BA from the University of St. Thomas. 

Martin Hanssmann is the VP of Sales and Marketing for Millennial Net, a leading supplier for wireless Mesh Networking Solutions. Martin has over twenty-five years of experience in technology companies that have served the process, semiconductor, and electronics industries. Prior to Millennial Net, Hanssmann served in a variety of executive roles for Brooks Automation, including sales, marketing, professional services and SW product development, that were instrumental in achieving revenue growth from $50M to over $500M in hardware and software Automation Solutions for High Tech Industries. His previous experience includes stints as General Services Manager with Schlumberger for remote oil and gas exploration operations within the Far East and responsibility for the successful growth and sale of an equipment control solutions start-up. Hanssmann holds a degree in Electrical Engineering from McMaster University.

Mike Horton co-founded Crossbow Technology and has served as its President & CEO since inception. He has led Crossbow from its founding product line of digital MEMS accelerometers and tilt sensors to its current market leading inertial sensor and wireless sensor networking platforms. Under his leadership, the company's revenue has grown more than 50-fold and been profitable since 2002. Horton has closed $13 Million in venture financing for the company, including from Intel Capital, its lead corporate investor. He was named one of the Top 100 Innovators in the MIT Technology Review and was named one of The Top 50 Movers and Shakers in high technology by Electronic Business Magazine. Horton graduated from UC Berkeley with a B.S. and M.S. in Electrical Engineering, was nominated for the University Medal and won the Warren Y. Dere Design Award, and has co-authored four patents.
Monica Morse is a Managing Director with Cargill Ventures and is based in San Mateo, California, where she focuses on enterprise software, services and infrastructure. Cargill Ventures is a diversified growth capital fund, which invests across the information technology, life sciences and industrial technology sectors. Morse rejoined Cargill after co-founding a logistics start-up in Portland, Oregon and working as Vice President of Business Development for digital rights management solutions provider Portland Software. During her first tenure at Cargill, she worked in the Strategy & Business Development Group after a year as a grain merchant. Prior to joining Cargill, Monica worked as a financial analyst at Alex Brown & Sons and as an investment associate for the World Bank. She oversees Cargill Ventures' investment in Demantra, Dust Networks and Cardonet. Morse holds a B.A. in International Relations, an M.A. in Development Economics from Stanford University, and an M.B.A. from Harvard.

Joy Weiss is CEO and President at Dust Networks, a pioneer in the wireless sensor networks industry. Weiss was steeped in networking technologies early in her career in a variety of R&D, sales and general management roles at Nortel Networks, where as President and GM of their Network Management division she presided over record-breaking growth. As President and CEO of Esker, Joy led the enterprise software company through its IPO and subsequent merger with Teubner, Inc. Most recently, Joy served as President and CEO of Inviso, an award-winning micro display company, where she raised over $30 Million in venture funding. Joy holds a BS in electrical engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.










About the Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA)

The Wireless Communications Alliance, founded in 1993, is a Silicon Valley-based, non-profit business league of 2000 individuals and 350+ companies and organizations dealing in wireless technology and markets.  The goals of the WCA are to promote education, networking and exchange of non-proprietary information; increase awareness of Northern California’s vast wireless capabilities; and assist a broad spectrum of companies, including start-ups.  The WCA organizes monthly meetings with presentations on a wide spectrum of topics including the technical and marketing aspects of wireless products and services, regulatory issues, wireless standards and investor-driven wireless market analysis. The web site, www.wca.org, lists current events as well as past presentations and other pertinent information relating to the wireless space. The WCA is run by an all-volunteer Board of Directors.
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