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Home Networking Convergence with Microsoft, Sling Media, and 
Ruckus Wireless at WCA April 18 Meeting


Silicon Valley, April 7, 2006 – Home Networking Convergence is the topic for the April 18 Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA) monthly meeting.  The increased penetration of residential broadband is enabling new applications and services for new consumer devices.  Sanjiv Parikh, Director Emerging Business Team at Microsoft Corp.; Jason Krikorian, Co-Founder, CFO, and VP Business Development at Sling Media; and Victor Shtrom, Co-Founder & Chief Wireless Architect at Ruckus Wireless will speak about the roles their companies are playing in this market. The meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 18 from 4:00 to 6:00PM at Cadence System Design Corporate Headquarters, 2655 Seely Ave., Building 5, San Jose.  Directions and additional information are available on the WCA website at www.wca.org.
“Network convergence is moving beyond business to the home,” said David Trollman, Vice President of the WCA.  “The emerging home network will therefore need to support various media and data across multiple devices. To support this architecture a multimedia home gateway must be complemented with advanced wireless transport tailored to the needs of broadband data, voice, audio, and high definition video.”
Sanjiv Parikh of Microsoft directs engagements with mobility-oriented startups for Microsoft’s Bay Area-based Emerging Business Team.  He will speak about the market for home gateways, the manner in which Microsoft is addressing it, and the implications for advanced transport enablers and next-gen device
developers.

Jason Krikorian of Sling Media, which has just introduced the Slingbox product enabling consumers to access their television wherever there is broadband connectivity, will speak to "place-shifting" live TV streams to any broadband-enabled laptop, PDA or smartphone located anywhere.


Victor Shtrom of Ruckus Wireless, which developed the world's first wireless multimedia system that reliably delivers voice, video, and data over any standards-based 802.11 network, will relate how new MIMO antenna technology coupled with smart traffic engineering enables multimedia transmission via WiFi.

The public is invited to attend the meeting, which will be held at Cadence System Design. Registration begins at 3:30PM and the meeting will run from 4:00 to 6:00PM.  A $10 donation will be collected at the door to defray expenses. Directions are available at the WCA website at www.wca.org.

Speaker Bios
Jason Krikorian is Co-Founder, CFO, and Vice President of Business Development for Sling Media. In the five years prior to co-founding Sling Media, Jason acted as Partner in id8 Group Holdings, Inc. With id8 Group, Jason advised several companies on product and business strategy, including Microsoft, Hitachi, Viewsonic, and Synaptics. His areas of focus included mobile device platforms and digital media devices. Jason also drove business development activities for id8 Group.  Jason joined id8 Group after spending several years in management consulting with The Boston Consulting Group (BCG). Prior to BCG, Jason worked in corporate securities law at Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati in Palo Alto, CA and at Hale and Dorr in Boston, MA.  Jason received an MBA and Juris Doctor (law) from the University of Virginia.  
Sanjiv Parikh is Director of the Emerging Business Team at Microsoft. Sanjiv directs engagements with mobility-oriented startups for Microsoft’s Emerging Business Team, which identifies and facilitates opportunities for start-ups and venture capital firms.  He was formerly a Partner with FairWinds Ventures, a private equity advisory and investment firm, and a Managing Director at Atrium Capital, a Sand Hill Road venture capital firm. He has helped launch a billion-dollar startup after a stint doing corporate turnarounds, and holds an engineering degree from UC Berkeley and an MBA from The Wharton School.

Victor Shtrom is Co-Founder & Chief Wireless Architect at Ruckus Wireless.  Victor earned his PhD in Communications Theory from University of Cincinnati in 1996 and went to work at ArgoSystems (a Boeing division) designing smart antenna interference cancellation systems for cellular applications.  He subsequently worked on several Satellite air interface projects at Boeing.  In 1999 he joined Gigabit Wireless (later became Iospan wireless) where he was instrumental in design and development world’s first commercially available MIMO-OFDM silicon and systems.  Iospan was purchased by Intel.  In 2002, Victor began working on a way to cost-effectively transport broadcast quality video and voice around the home and co-founded Ruckus Wireless.
 
  
About the Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA)

The Wireless Communications Alliance, founded in 1993, is a Silicon Valley-based, non-profit business league of 2000 individuals and 350+ companies and organizations dealing in wireless technology and markets.  The goals of the WCA are to promote education, networking and exchange of non-proprietary information; increase awareness of Northern California’s vast wireless capabilities; and assist a broad spectrum of companies, including start-ups.  The WCA organizes monthly meetings with presentations on a wide spectrum of topics including the technical and marketing aspects of wireless products and services, regulatory issues, wireless standards and investor-driven wireless market analysis. The web site, www.wca.org, lists current events as well as past presentations and other pertinent information relating to the wireless space. The WCA is run by an all-volunteer Board of Directors.




# # #
