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Google’s Mountain View WiFi Deployment & Joint Venture Silicon Valley’s Regional Wireless “Hot Zone” Plans at WCA March 21 Meeting


March 21 Speakers:  Larry Alder of Google and Seth Fearey of Smart Valley

Silicon Valley, March 10, 2006 – Silicon Valley’s opportunity to become the largest wireless “Hot Zone” in the world is the topic for the March 21 Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA) meeting being organized in conjunction with the WCA Metro WiFi Special Interest Group. Larry Alder, Product Manager at Google, will discuss Google’s interest in public WiFi networks including its deployment of a free wireless network across Mountain View.  Seth Fearey will provide an update on Smart Valley’s initiative for a Silicon Valley-wide wireless data network.    The meeting will take place on Tuesday, March 21 from 4:00 to 6:00PM at Cadence System Design Corporate Headquarters, 2655 Seely Ave., Building 5, San Jose.  Directions and additional information are available on the WCA website at www.wca.org.
“Ambitious projects are underway to roll out metropolitan area WiFi networks in the Silicon Valley,” said David Trollman, Vice President of the WCA.  “The two speakers for the March WCA meeting are deeply involved in projects to make the Silicon Valley the world’s largest wireless ‘Hot Zone’.” 
“The eco-systems models of these two networks will benefit wide-scale deployments all over the US,” said Ilan Zorman, President of the WCA MetroSIG. 

Larry Alder, Product Manager at Google, will discuss Google’s deployment of a free wireless network blanketing Mountain View.  He will also provide an update on the Google’s interest in public WiFi networks.  "Google is excited to be launching a free wireless access network in Mountain View this year. I am looking forward to sharing our plans in Mountain View as well as getting some valuable feedback from the audience as to the direction they see these networks evolving," said Larry Alder.
Seth Fearey will discuss Wireless Silicon Valley, a project aimed at installing a seamless, multi-purpose network covering 1500 square miles and serving 2.5 million people. “The availability of a ubiquitous, high-speed, wireless data network is going to transform our every day lives,” said Seth Fearey director for the Smart Valley initiative at Joint Venture Silicon Valley Network
The public is invited to attend the meeting, which will be held at Cadence System Design. Registration begins at 3:30PM and the meeting will run from 4:00 to 6:00PM.  A $10 donation will be collected at the door to defray expenses. Directions are available at the WCA website at www.wca.org.
Speaker Bios

Larry Alder has been a Product Manager at Google since September 2005 focused on Google’s mission of making information “Universally Accessible”.  In that spirit, Larry works on Google’s Municipal Wifi activities including the Free Municipal WiFi network providing coverage to the entire city of Mountain View.  Prior to joining Google, Larry spent 10 years at ArrayComm in roles that include VP of Technology Development and VP of Product Management.  Larry helped create ArrayComm’s core Adaptive Antenna technology and has played a significant role in the development of many of ArrayComm’s commercial products both as a technical contributor and project executive.   Larry spent two years leading the technology development group for the iBurst portable broadband wireless division.    Prior to joining ArrayComm, Larry received his PhD from Stanford University in the specialty of Control Theory, and spent three years as a Senior Control Systems Engineer at Adept Technology where he developed control systems for commercial robots.

Seth Fearey is the director for the Smart Valley initiative at Joint Venture Silicon Valley Network and is focused on three projects: building a wireless network that will cover all of the outdoor area of Silicon Valley, helping community colleges develop a wireless infrastructure for students, staff, and visitors, and creating an information exchange for the healthcare system in Silicon Valley.  Before joining Joint Venture, Seth headed Connected Communities, a consultancy dedicated to helping communities develop strategies for using the Internet for economic development.  Seth spent 20 years at Hewlett-Packard in finance, product marketing, market development, and strategic planning, and there became involved with public policy issues.  In 1993, he helped found Smart Valley and served on its board of directors from 1993 to 1998, leading initiatives in the local government sector.  Seth has a BA from Occidental College and an MBA from Stanford University. 

About the Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA)

The Wireless Communications Alliance, founded in 1993, is a Silicon Valley-based, non-profit business league of 2000 individuals and 350+ companies and organizations dealing in wireless technology and markets.  The goals of the WCA are to promote education, networking and exchange of non-proprietary information; increase awareness of Northern California’s vast wireless capabilities; and assist a broad spectrum of companies, including start-ups.  The WCA organizes monthly meetings with presentations on a wide spectrum of topics including the technical and marketing aspects of wireless products and services, regulatory issues, wireless standards and investor-driven wireless market analysis. The web site, www.wca.org, lists current events as well as past presentations and other pertinent information relating to the wireless space. The WCA is run by an all-volunteer Board of Directors.

About the WCA Metro Special Interest Group (MetroSIG)
Founded in 2005 by the WCA, the MetroSIG is a nonprofit Silicon Valley forum for discussion of all aspects of the municipal broadband wireless trend (WiFi/WiMAX/3G/BB). The MetroSIG organizes monthly meetings around key topics related to municipal Wireless eco-systems. The format of the meetings encourages an active interchange among all attendees. www.MetroSIG.com
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