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WCA Panel: “Mobile Retailing Applications” with Funded Startups: 
July, Moonstorm and ViVOTech 

With panelists Gigi Wang of July Systems, Brent Dusing of Moonstorm, and Mick Mullagh of ViVOtech, Inc.; moderated by David Trollman of the Wireless Communications Alliance    
Silicon Valley, February 15, 2006 – Mobile retailing is one of the Valley’s hottest wireless investment sectors and the focus of February’s Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA) meeting.  WCA Programs Director David Trollman will moderate a focus panel comprised of Gigi Wang, Vice President of Marketing for July Systems; Brent Dusing, CEO of Moonstorm; and Mick Mullagh, CEO of ViVOtech, Inc.  These executives will discuss the trends, opportunities, and challenges in mobile retailing -- from mobile coupons, promotions, ads, and purchasing to contact-less payments. The meeting will take place on Tuesday, February 21 from 4:00 to 6:00PM at Cadence System Design Corporate Headquarters, 2655 Seely Ave., Building 5, San Jose.  Directions and additional information are available on the WCA website at www.wca.org.
“Forget bandwidth, chipsets, and power supplies -- applications are ‘where it’s at.’  Last quarter alone, VC’s pumped $40M into three local mobile retailing startups,” said David Trollman, who is also Vice President of the WCA.   “This panel has been formed to identify and discuss the winners and losers in mobile retailing, the winning business models, the critical partnerships, and the disruptive technologies,” 

"Not every information application works well in a mobile wireless environment," adds WCA President Rick Ellinger.  "Retailing has all the challenges – security, images, animation, location and more. The people in these emerging companies have the experience to sort these elements and make it all work. You decide if these will change the way you shop and sell in an increasingly mobile-connected world."

The public is invited to attend the meeting, which will be held at Cadence System Design. Registration begins at 3:30PM and the meeting will run from 4:00 to 6:00PM.  A $10 donation will be collected at the door to defray expenses. Directions are available at the WCA website at www.wca.org.
Moderator and Panelists

Moderator David Trollman is Vice President and Director of Programs for the Wireless Communications Alliance, in which capacity he sets the themes and recruits speakers for the cutting-edge monthly programs presented by the WCA.  Mr. Trollman is President of Link Associates, a provider of business development services specializing in market research, due diligence, and partnerships for the wireless industry.  He has directed business development for Traxsis, a cellphone location ASP, Clickmarks, a wireless Internet content ASP, and four other startups using wireless communications to spin up new applications after fifteen years as a digital signal processing engineer for Litton Industries.  Mr. Trollman has a BA from Harvard University and a Master’s degree from Stanford.

Gigi Wang, heads up marketing for July Systems with an international background in sales and marketing for telecom and Internet services, both consumer and enterprise. Prior to July Systems, she was co-founder of AsiaQuest, a company providing market entry services for companies entering Asian markets. She also started up the international service provider marketing group for Ascend Communications (acquired by Lucent). As an Internet pioneer, she launched the TRUSTe privacy program, the top online privacy brand adopted by players such as eBay, AOL, and Microsoft. She also launched Pacific Internet, a regional Internet Service Provider headquartered in Singapore (went public on NASDAQ) along with holding sales and business development positions at InterNex (acquired by XO Communications) and Pacific Bell (acquired by SBC). She currently serves on the Advisory Board of the MIT/Stanford Venture Lab, a high-tech entrepreneurial forum in Silicon Valley. Gigi holds a Bachelor’s and a Master’s degrees in Mechanical Engineering from Stanford University, and a Master’s in Business Administration from the Haas School of Business at UC Berkeley.

 

Brent Dusing, is the co-founder and CEO of Moonstorm. Brent loves to save money but was always forgetting his coupons. That thought sparked Cellfire — the first ever mobile application that allows people to use coupons and discounts from their favorite stores and restaurants. Prior to founding Moonstorm, Brent was at Menlo Ventures where he was responsible for generating many new investments including KeyEye, Invidi, Centrality, MailFrontier, newScale, and Entone. Brent worked with senior management at many of these companies and assisted with product strategy, sales efforts, fundraising, and financial planning. Before Menlo Ventures, he was at Neoforma in the finance department and North Systems in the marketing department. Brent also spent a year working for Paballo Ya Batho at the Central Methodist Mission in Johannesburg, South Africa. Brent has a BA from Harvard University.
Mick Mullagh, CEO of ViVOtech, is a wireless industry leader with 18 years of executive-level experience who has served as the head of two wireless carriers and two growth-stage start-ups. Mr. Mullagh was formerly President and CEO of Telephia, the market leader in performance information for the mobile telecommunications industry and CEO of Whisper Communications, a provider of last-mile wireless telemetry networks.  Earlier Mr. Mullagh served as President and COO and EVP of Marketing and Technology at Rogers Wireless, Canada’s largest wireless carrier (formerly known as Cantel AT&T), where he was responsible for the launch of Canada’s first Digital PCS network. Mr. Mullagh also worked at BC Tel (now a part of Telus Corporation), Canada’s second largest telecommunications company, where as President and COO of BC Tel Mobility he saw it become the most profitable cellular company in North America.  Mr. Mullagh graduated in economics from Trinity College Dublin, Ireland and has a Master’s degree in Economics from Simon Fraser University in Canada. 

About the Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA)

The Wireless Communications Alliance, founded in 1993, is a Silicon Valley-based, non-profit business league of 2000 individuals and 350+ companies and organizations dealing in wireless technology and markets.  The goals of the WCA are to promote education, networking and exchange of non-proprietary information; increase awareness of Northern California’s vast wireless capabilities; and assist a broad spectrum of companies, including start-ups.  The WCA organizes monthly meetings with presentations on a wide spectrum of topics including the technical and marketing aspects of wireless products and services, regulatory issues, wireless standards and investor-driven wireless market analysis. The web site, www.wca.org, lists current events as well as past presentations and other pertinent information relating to the wireless space. The WCA is run by an all-volunteer Board of Directors.
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