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For Immediate Release  

EMERGENCY RESPONSE: WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS

AS THE KEY TO INFORMATION SHARING

Speakers:  Thomas B. Worden of the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services and Professor Brian Steckler of Naval Postgraduate School

 

Silicon Valley, November 3, 2005 – The Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA)  November monthly meeting will present “Emergency Response: Wireless Communications as the Key to Information Sharing,” a contemporary program on emergency services and the changes authorities are considering for wireless connectivity.  Thomas B. Worden, Chief Technology Officer and Chief of Communications and Technology Development Branch of the California Governor's Office of Emergency Services and Professor Brian Steckler, Special Projects Director at the Naval Postgraduate School, will speak about Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs) and their wireless functional enhancements.  The meeting will take place on Tuesday, November 15, from 4:00 to 6:00PM at Cadence System Design, Corporate Headquarters, 2655 Seely Ave., Building 5, San Jose.  Directions and additional information are available on the WCA website at www.wca.org.

Please check the Special Interest Group section of the WCA website for information on our upcoming Special Interest Group (SIG) meetings in the areas of RFID, WSN, and MetroFi. 

“Due to the subject matter, Emergency Communications, this may be one of our most important and timely WCA meetings,” proposed Rick Ellinger, WCA President. “California is a global center of wireless technology and applications development. California is also a global leader in emergency services communications that is in transition to a data rich, IP enabled, real-time incident management environment. This transition can be facilitated via education, networking, and information exchange. These are the three goals of the WCA and we are here to collaborate and to help – via our November meeting and other activities yet to be determined. Opportunities abound, via Commercial Off The Shelf (COTS) technologies and the “wireless brain-trust” of WCA participants. This month’s presentations will provide both a timely update on the current condition and future goals of Emergency Services Communications in California and a great opportunity to network on a vital matter.”

Thomas Worden, California State OES, has interests in linking all useful IP devices to provide a Center-of-Excellence approach addressing three key areas: Wireless LAN and backhaul support; a common operational picture; and information sharing agreements amongst various agencies and organizations. Wireless technology offers a new mechanism for sensor and imagery input to emergency operation centers in California. Tom will explain these wireless application parameters as they appear in OES projects.

 

Professor Brian Steckler, Associate Chair for Special Programs Naval Postgraduate School Monterey, California, will explain the “real-world” situation and challenges of building Hastily Formed Networks (HFNs) with WiFi and WiMax providing VoIP and data networking. Brian’s post tsunami (Thailand) and post-Katrina (Mississippi) experiences offer unparalleled insights into the challenges and successes associated with deploying HFNs.

 The public is invited to attend the meeting, which will be held at Cadence System Design. Registration begins at 3:30PM with the meeting from 4:00-6:00PM followed by networking.  A $10 donation will be collected at the door to defray expenses. Directions are available at the WCA website at www.wca.org.

 

About the Speakers

Thomas B. Worden serves as the Chief Technology Officer and Chief of the Communications and Technology Development Branch of the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services in the State of California.  Mr. Worden provides leadership to the development and initial activities of two interdepartmental bodies committed to the cost-effective modernization of state‑agency voice communication systems and the standardization of practices for data and communications interoperability among public safety disciplines and levels of government.  He oversees the modernization for the state’s satellite-based emergency communications system and the system for distributing emergency public information including Emergency Alert System bulletins to broadcasters and the public throughout the state.

 

Brian Steckler is Associate Chair for Special Programs Naval Postgraduate School Monterey, CA. He specializes in telecommunications, information technology, information operations, information warfare, computer network attack/defense, e-commerce, Internet technologies, computer networking and related fields. He is currently the Associate Chair for Special Programs at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California, providing business development expertise to NPS’s Research Department, and is an occasional lecturer. His areas of teaching and research include: basic networking (LAN/WAN), Information Operations to include Computer Network Operations (Computer Network Defense, Attack, and Exploitation), Psychological Operations, Military Deception, Electronic Warfare, Operations Security, and Information Warfare.

About the Wireless Communications Alliance (WCA)

The Wireless Communications Alliance, founded in 1993, is a Silicon Valley-based, non-profit business league of 2000 individuals and 350+ companies and organizations dealing in wireless technology and markets.  The goals of the WCA are to promote education, networking and exchange of non-proprietary information; increase awareness of Northern California’s vast wireless capabilities; and assist a broad spectrum of companies, including start-ups.  The WCA organizes monthly meetings with presentations on a wide spectrum of topics including the technical and marketing aspects of wireless products and services, regulatory issues, wireless standards and investor-driven wireless market analysis. The web site, www.wca.org, lists current events as well as past presentations and other pertinent information relating to the wireless space. The WCA is run by an all-volunteer Board of Directors.

